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The world of Shami Chakrabarti, director of Liberty

Shami Chakrabarti, 37, has
been the director of the cnal
"'-;"'[':- g-'i._'.-._J.'.‘ | :w:rt_,- cinge
2003, She Iives in London with
her husband, the city lawyer
Martyn Hopper, and their son.
Morning routine On an
average day the alarm goes off
at soc and | get up, followed by
my husband and four-year-old
son, We have breakfast at
about eght (usually | don't

eat anything. though
| should) and then we do the
school run. The mornings are
generally a happy time. About
once a week | get up extra

earty 1o 20 on the rado or 1V

kniow

or 1o travel out of London for
a spealkung engagement. | don't
feel as nervous about media
?.Fil.'.l{‘?.rﬂ noes as | used 1o
Question Time is definiely the
most nerve-racking, though
Dacause there s a Inve STudio
LA e e, I m j'i_":'! e 10 Talk
about subsects that aren’t my
COMe Dermmdry and DECaLse ':-'-
the gladatoral dynarmic.
Travel essentials My

Reading To Kill
a Mockingbird
made me want to
become a lawyer

BlackBerry, keys, my mabile
pRONnE, a NOTEDOOoK and a iithe
bit of make-up. | use Clinique,
but only because years ago |
went mto a department store
and someone at the Clinique
counter offered to show me
AL PROOUCTS 10 LSe
Favourite book To Kill o
Mockingbird by Harper Lee
wihich | first read when | was
12 and then studied at school.
So much of what | befieve
about people and values is
priomoted i the Simipke Dut

powerful story of the lawyer

————— e e T T E

Attous Finch, who defends

a black man in the Deep South
on the false charpe of rape. t's
redlly about three basic values:
dignity, equality and fairness.
As a child it was that book and
the filrm /2 Angry Men that
made me want to be a lawyer
Favourite film The 966
film version of Edward Albee’s
play Who's Afroid of Virginig
Wholf? with Elzabeth Taylor
and Richard Burton. | first

saw it when | was in my early
teens. When
student at LSE, | used to bunk
off contract lectures to go to

i, B = T 5 ™
the MNatonal Fdm Theatre on

Wias d d

the South Bank. At that time
wanted to be a screemarrier
and planned 10 et a swanky
ot a5 a trader and save up the
money 1o 2o and study in the
States. Instead | went 1o bar
SChool and Decame a Darmnster
MNow I'm a povernor of the
Britesh Filmn Instrtute, which
2 preat organsaten,
Best gift received Last
Chrstmas my husband gave
me the complete DVD box-set
of The West Wing (pictured)
s an dealised verson of
Arrercan polmes but that's not
a bad thang. In Britain we have
soame exillent satire, such as
The Thck of i, which & 50
funmy it's painful But part of
me wishes there could be a
British West Wing that took a
miore idealstic view of Brtsh
politics. even if that's not a true
reflection of how things are
Musical instruments As
a kg | had vioan esSons and
played the tuba = it was about
the sare size at me. My son
has several oy nstruments
(pictured) green to him by his
grandparents — parents don't
tend 1o buy drum kits for ther

cmall chidren. Hell get out his

gurtar and ask my husband to
dance while he plays.

What makes you angry?
The complacency that some
pecnke have, particularly people
In powver, Towaras oemocracy.
rights and freedoms. But I'm
bess frustrated than | used

1C be, bacause haang the
privilege of being able to do
SOMeTning about it in oy job
channéls that anger.
Question you are always
ashked Are you related to the
BBL correspondent Rita
Chakrabartil The answer 5 no

Favourite homecooked
maal Curry, cooked by my
mum. My husband is a great
cook, 100

Favourite painting The
artist Tess Barnes wrote to me
when | was not long in my job
and quite stressed, and asked if
e couald paant nmy peortran
(pactured). | met her, we
chatted, and | decided to sit for
her because | wanted 1o spend
o time swithi I'E"". FUI'
several months we spent an
hour together every couple of
weexs, It was Fe therapy

| Collections |'m not a

collector. But | have rany
photographs of my Iittle one
and | keep all his drawings. My
husband and | have lots of law
books (pctured) in the study
and bookcases fu
Heroes | have lots. My
husband i one. 50 15 the
human-rights lawyer Helena
Kennedy, who has Deen my
role model for more than 20
years, | first heard her speak
when | was a student and
now she

Westwood & another of my

of nonels,

£ & friend, Viienne

heroes, A few years ago, she
signed a Liberty petrton
against control orders, which
mean people can be under
house arrest indefinitely
without being charged. | wrote
to thank her, and she asked if
she could find out more about
Libarty. When Andrew Marr
interviewed her for her
damehood he asked questions
about fashion, but instead she
spoke about Liberty,
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